We highlight how the downward revision in the distance to the star cluster associated with SGR 1806-20 by Bibby et al. (2008) reconciles the apparent low contamination of BATSE short GRBs by intense flares from extragalactic magnetars without recourse to modifying the frequency of one such flare per 30 years per Milky Way galaxy. We also discuss the variety in progenitor initial masses of magnetars based upon cluster ages, ranging from ∼ 50M⊙ for SGR 1806-20 and AXP CXOU J164710.2-455216 in Westerlund 1 to ∼ 17M⊙ for SGR 1900+14 according to Davies et al. (2009) and presumably also 1E 1841-045 if it originated from one of the massive RSG clusters #2 or #3.
INTRODUCTION
It is well known that the initial, intense γ-ray spike from giant flares of extragalactic magnetars -locally classified as either Soft Gamma Repeaters (SGRs) or Anomalous X-ray Pulsars (AXPs) at kpc distances -could be mistaken for cosmological short Gamma Ray Bursts (GRBs) (Hurley et al. 2005 −1 of all short GRBs detected by BATSE (Hurley et al. 2005 ; Lazzati et al. 2005 ). Consequently, one would expect a strong correlation between the position of BATSE short bursts and nearby star-forming galaxies. However, Tanvir et al. (2005) found that only 10% of short GRBs originated from within 30 Mpc, while Lazzati et al. (2005) concluded that the contribution of giant magnetar flares to short GRB statistics was no greater than ∼4%. Only a few candidate extragalactic giant flares have been proposed, such as GRB051103 in M81 (Ofek et al. 2006 ), although such claims remain inconclusive (Hurley et al. 2010) . Apparently, the frequency of intense magnetar flares is much lower than one per 30 years, which remains a very credible possibility, unless the widely adopted 15 kpc distance to SGR 1806-20 is incorrect.
Fortunately, SGR 1806-20 lies towards a young star cluster, whose near-IR appearance is shown in Fig. 1 . Photometric (colour-magnitude diagrams) and spectroscopic (stellar subtypes) tools allow ages and main-sequence turn-off masses to be derived, albeit somewhat dependent upon isochrones from evolutionary models of massive stars. Walborn (2009) 
DISTANCE TO SGR 1806-20
The usual kpc was obtained using a calibration of spectral type versus absolute magnitude. Reliable OB spectral types were obtained in two cases from comparison with the near-IR atlas of Hanson et al. (2005) . Dust producing WR stars are highly unreliable as absolute magnitude calibrators since their near-IR appearance is dictated by the properties of their dust rather than underlying stellar continua (Crowther et al. 2006b ). Main sequence OB stars would provide superior absolute magnitude calibrators with respect to Wolf-Rayet stars and OB supergiants, but these would require long near-IR integrations for reliable stellar classification even for present 8-10m telescopes.
Alternatively, the simultaneous presence of Overall, a spectroscopic distance of 7-10 kpc is favoured from the simultaneous presence of normal B supergiants, plus WN and WC stars in Cl 1806-20. This cluster distance is compared to previous work in Fig. 3 , and is consistent with both the Cameron et al. (2005) 
CONTRIBUTION OF EXTRA-GALACTIC GIANT FLARES TO BATSE SHORT BURSTS
Overall, we find a reduced cluster distance of d 15 = 0.58 ± 0.1, and since the contribution of giant flares to BATSE short GRB statistics scales with d 
MAGNETAR MASSES FROM ASSO-CIATED CLUSTERS
As discussed above, associated clusters allow progenitor masses of magnetars to be estimated, since magnetars are believed to be young objects. Table 1 provides a summary of magnetar progenitor masses inferred from potentially associated star clusters. In the Milky Way, it is apparent that magnetars can be produced by both ∼ 15M ⊙ and ∼ 50M ⊙ stars. The former presumably originated in Type II-P SN following the red supergiant (RSG) phase, while the latter are likely to have originated in a Type Ibc SN following the WR phase. From comparison with Heger et al. (2003) , certainly SGR 1900+14 and possibly SGR 1806-20 would be expected to produce neutron star remnants at Solar metallicity. For metal poor populations the latter channel is unlikely to be available since reduced massloss rates during the main sequence and postmain sequence phases would likely lead to the formation of a black hole for such high initial mass stars. No direct evidence for supernova remnants is known in Cl 1806-20, Westerlund 1 or Cl 1900+14. Presumably this is because the combined stellar winds from other cluster members will blow a sufficiently large cavity that a supernova remnant could expand into without showing any observable emission.
Finally, it should be bourne in mind that cluster ages and magnetar progenitor masses rely upon the reliability of evolutionary models. Values quoted herein are based upon a set of assumptions which have subsequently been improved upon through mass-loss rate prescriptions and allowance for rotational mixing (Meynet & Maeder 2000) . Close binary evolution also further complicates inferred main-sequence turn-off masses. Therefore, one should not necessarily treat specific progenitor masses or cluster ages as robust, although the clear differences between the stellar content of clusters 1806-20 and 1900+14 undoubtedly demonstrate distinct channels leading to the production of magnetars.
